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PPS Graduate Portrait

A graduate of Portland Public 
Schools will be a compassionate, 
critical thinker, able to collaborate 

and solve problems, and be 
prepared to lead a more socially 

just world.
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Third Grade Reading Goal

To close achievement gaps, we must accelerate growth for our 
underserved students of color, moving from 44% of our underserved 
students of color meeting growth to 60% meeting or exceeding growth 
expectations (as measured by MAP) by the spring of 2022.
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Third Grade Reading - Mid-Year
• Winter MAP growth was set 

as the mid-year progress 
measure.

• The expectation for 2020 was 
for 45% of our historically 
underserved students of 
color to meet or exceed their 
growth expectation.

• This progress measure is 
on-track with 47.3% having 
met or exceeded the growth 
expectation.
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Fifth Grade Math Goal

To close achievement gaps, we must 
accelerate growth for our underserved 
students of color, moving from 41% of  
our underserved students of color 
meeting growth (2018-2019 baseline) 
to 60% meeting or exceeding growth 
expectations, as measured by MAP, by 
the spring of 2022.
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Fifth Grade Mathematics - Mid-Year
• Winter MAP growth was set 

as the mid-year progress 
measure.

• The expectation for 2020 was 
for 43% of our historically 
underserved students of 
color to meet or exceed their 
growth expectation.

• 42.8% met or exceeded the 
growth expectation.  
Comparable to baseline and 
target expectation.
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High School Readiness Goal (8th Grade)*
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By the spring of 2022, Portland Public 
Schools 8th grade students will move 
from 43.9% meeting proficiency in 
both English Language Arts and 
Mathematics (2018-2019 baseline) to 
51% meeting proficiency in both 
subjects as measured by SBAC.

*As part of the middle school redesign, a more comprehensive 
district rubric will be created to be more reflective of the intent of the 
goal.



Eighth Grade High School Readiness  - 
Mid-Year

• Projected SBAC performance in ELA and Mathematics was 
chosen as the mid-year progress monitoring tool for this 
goal.   

• PPS students out-performed the national normative sample 
in Reading by 4.5 points.  The average score for 8th grade 
MAP participants was equal to or higher than 73% of the 
normative sample.

• The mid-year expectation for ELA was that 59% of 8th 
graders would be on track to meet or exceed proficiency.
– This progress measure is on track with 61.2% meeting.
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Eighth Grade High School Readiness  - 
Mid-Year

• PPS students outperformed the national normative sample 
in Mathematics by 4.1 points.  The average score for 8th 
grade MAP participants was equal to or higher than 67% of 
the normative sample.

• The mid-year expectation for Mathematics was that 42% of 
8th graders would be on track to meet or exceed 
proficiency.
– 42.1% are on track - which is comparable to baseline 

and target expectation.

• How can our students exceed the national normative 
sample, but have projected proficiency rates less than 50%?
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SBAC is a very high bar!
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Average

PPS

SBAC

● The average score for 8th Mathematics is 229.1 (50th percentile)
● PPS students’ average was 233.2 (67th percentile)
● The minimum score for proficiency is around the 72nd percentile



Eighth Grade High School Readiness  - 
Mid-Year

• The progress measure for the combined expectation of 
being on track to score at or above proficient in both ELA 
and Mathematics was established at 40% which was the 
baseline performance from 2018-2019.
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– 39.3% are on track to 
meet this combined 
measure - which is 
slightly lower than the 
baseline and target 
expectation.



Post-Secondary Readiness Goal
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By the spring of 2022, Portland Public Schools graduates, who are 
underserved students of color, will move from 50.3% (current 
2018-2019 baseline) to 56% successfully completing one or more of 
the post-secondary indicators.

 

Future additions:  Arts pathways (2020 graduates) and PSAT/SAT/ACT 
college readiness (2021 graduates).



Post-secondary readiness
What were the readiness criteria? 

• Successful completion (earning a “C” or above) of THREE or more 
Advanced Placement courses, OR

• Successful completion (earning a “C” or above) THREE or more 
International Baccalaureate courses, OR

• Completing a Career and Technical Education pathway (TWO or 
more courses in a CTE sequence), OR

• Successful completion (earning a “C” or above) in THREE or more a 
Dual Credit courses, OR

• Meeting the requirements for the seal of biliteracy.
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Post-Secondary Readiness  - Mid-Year

• At this time last year, 57.8% of our 
students, who were on track to 
graduate, were also on track to meet 
one or more post-secondary 
readiness pathways.

• At mid-year, 59.4% of our current 
seniors, who are on track to graduate, 
were also on track to meet one or 
more post-secondary readiness 
pathway criteria.
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Post-Secondary Readiness  - Mid-Year
• At this time last year, 46% of 

historically underserved seniors of 
color, who were on track to graduate, 
were also on track to meet one or 
more post-secondary readiness 
pathways.

• At mid-year, 44.1% of our historically 
underserved seniors of color, who 
were on track to graduate, were also 
on track to meet one or more 
post-secondary readiness pathway 
criteria.
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Questions
& Discussion
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